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away at the war, the women at home had to keep up a bold
and happy appearance, and had to offer sacrifices to the
fetishes. Every day they spread the tables with the favourite
dishes of their absent husbands so that the souls of the
warriors might not be driven by hunger to partake of the
ensnaring feasts of the enemy's magician.1 Among the Ibo
of the same region a wife had to remain strictly chaste during
the absence of her husband at the war. Her infidelity might
affect the war medicines of her husband, and cause him to be
wounded or killed,2
Among the Bantu people of Southern Nigeria, while the
men were away at the war their wives at home were for-
bidden to wash, and they remained very quiet and anxious,
and held no festivities of any kind. If any of them during
this time had illicit intercourse, it was believed that her
husband would surely be killed, and if any of them had
previously sinned in this way and had not confessed her fault
before his departure, it was believed that he would incur
great danger and would hear a shot whistle by his ears. If
he, after all, returned in safety, he would sell his faithless wife
into another country.3
Among the Bangala of the Upper Congo, " when men
-went to fight distant towns their wives were expected not to
commit adultery with such men as were left in the town, or
their husbands would receive spear wounds from the enemy.
The sisters of the fighters would take every precaution to
guard against the adultery of their brothers' wives while they
were on the expedition." 4 Among the I la-speaking tribes of
Northern Rhodesia " the women were instructed to remain
chaste while their husbands were away fighting, lest harm
should befall them. They were also forbidden to throw any-
thing at one another, for fear lest their relations should be
speared, or to imitate any kind of blow. They were also
forbidden to dance, the period until the safe return of the
warriors was assured being one rather for mourning than
for rejoicing.'**
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